Samantha Contl, 16, of Griffith, wipes dovwn the juke box at the Blie Top Drive-In In Highland,

Save for cell phones,

~ the drive-in’s the

n o' re feeling nos-
talgie (in the PT-Cruis-
er you masl always

arch nothing beats & drive-in,

There's just something about
an aithentic roak beer stand
that Boanth car hops, Wil Moats;
greasy Mrench Feies ond juley
hamburgers,

Fht Tevw miuch s the alls
American drive-in changed
T the vanrs?

Though drive-ins are nearly
extinct in some paves of the
country, it not hoed o find
them here,

Ceviaee's [leat stop wan
Highland’s popolar Bloe Top
Diriva In,

Cor hop Adyein Martin, 17,
wais sHting cross-legged out-
while wepdtinge For n customer

I was & rarve slow night.

Srarting such o sunvmer
Journey with imoges of o sunny
doy with customers in tank
tops ond shorts slucping on loe-
cream cones, the rain was
eustaaer-elenring surprisg.

Bt nonetheless, it ol fered o
perfect slice of Americann —
aven I it waan't ned with
doiens of cars.

Vi sl get dervice with &
flhick of your lights,

Cruiser got 1o roll down the
windows (electranically, of
ez} while the enr hap slid o
troy loided with food on the win
dwr (The Blue Thp even boasts a
praeal s the Crulser)

Brundon Fritzsche, 21, of
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Carhops Meredith Nall of Chesterton and Crystal Schuld of Portagn
ralax with milk shakes aftor o lengl. slow day at the Port Drive-In in

Chesterton.

Bunater, ond Beth Lee, 16, wha
works at the drive in, toak the
ppportinity b have o nlght out
together,

[t"s the clussic date night
Fram the 50s and 608 brought
back again in 2001,

Fxeept for one thing.

Al one point, both Fritzsche
and Lee wire chotting — not 10
ench other — but on theke awn
cell phones,

1 don't lonvow how they Hved
withowt them,” Fritzsche said.

Somehow they did.

Poodie skirts are long gone,
eapri panis are back agwin and
enll phoner are making o strik-
ing appcarance at drive-ins.

Several car hops at 'The Part
in Chesterton said many of

Puoras oy E.

[ X [ ']

thelr ¢ustomers sloo them
away when they're having a
cogveriation on the phone,

But many people still eruise
o the drive-in to mest up with
old frignds,

Eenny Daumer kas visited
tha Highland drive ln for the
kst 3 vesrs on o regular
basis e mostlhy stz inside at a
conter whieie ho meets up
with a variety of peoplc.

Bedly Gossewny, ownier of the
Part In Chesterion with her
hustand, Terry, knows whnt
he's mlking aboul.

“It"s that fecling of betong-
frngg, ™ il madel, You stog bnand
see who's there.”

Tha Part's b prime place for
beach bathers v gool off with
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somothing frosty,

“Why it has that apgeal, 1
o't knosw, ™ Gassawmy mald,
“It's just part of var gronwing up
and it's unlquely American™

“1i's n Amerlean thing liko
mom and apphe pie and guilis
and il doga.”

Beinga car hop i5 stlll n
great job for teens, say soveral
young wimen ot the Port. On
hat summer days, they're rin-
iy back and forth grabbing
arders illur CUAIOIMATE.

On slower days, they chat
with one anoiher ntoa 1ife and
drnw wiih eolored halk on the
povament,

Adam Hong, 17, of Chester-
ton Mijgh Sohool alten criyes
to the Chestertn drive in after
hix cross country practice

e kernoows moat of the cor
hops and this night his friead
weis by e car ekl e,
Both were enjoving a good
ahake,

Car Hop Crysial Schuly has B
blast.

e g bl mrosnd apd
alk with a bunch of girls and
hnvie guys comme in ond soe
you," she sald.

Afver n Erosty mwg, yod
drive of f mgain, glad te see nol
toa much bas changed, those
pesly coll phaner notwith:
standing.

Reporier Lisa Shidlpr can be
reached at 645-3105 or by o-
precafl it [shidferdfposd-fribcom.

Tur PosT=TRINUNT



